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G. O. (P) No. 9/2026/Law. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 10th March, 2026
S. R. O. No. 363/2026 26th Kumbham, 1201

19th Phalguna, 1947.

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 50 of the Special Marriage Act, 1954
(Central Act 43 of 1954) the Government of Kerala, hereby make the following rules further
to amend the Kerala Special Marriage Rules, 1958 issued under D.Dis 15676/57/EHD dated
the 15th January, 1958 and published in the Kerala Gazette No. 5 dated the 4th February, 1958,

namely:—
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RULES

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) These rules may be called the Kerala Special
Marriage (Amendment) Rules, 2026.

(2) They shall come into force at once.
2. Amendment of the Rules.—In the Kerala Special Marriage Rules, 1958,—
(1) in rule 2,—

(1) in clause (b), after the word “rules” the words “and includes e-form™ shall be
added;

(i1) after clause (c), the following clause shall be added, namely:—

“(d) Words and expressions used in these rules but not defined, shall have
the same meaning as respectively assigned to them in the Act and the Information Technology
Act, 2000 (21 of 2000) and the rules made thereunder.”

(2) in rule 4 for sub-rules (a), (b), (c) and (e) the following sub-rules shall

respectively be substituted, namely:—

“(a) Notice of any intended marriage under the Act shall be given in the form as
specified in the Second Schedule of the Act, in electronic form, to the Marriage Officer by both
the parties intending to enter into the Marriage. The photographs and signatures of the parties

to the marriage shall be uploaded in electronic form at the time of submission of the notice.

(b) The fee prescribed thereof in rule 10 for the notice of intended marriage shall

be paid electronically while submitting the notice as provided in sub-rule (a) above.

(c) Upon receipt of the notice, if it is in conformity with the requirements of the
Act, the Marriage Officer shall accept the notice and shall file it in the Marriage Notice Book,
which is maintained in electronic form. If the notice is not in conformity with the requirements
of the Act, it shall be returned for rectification and re-submission within a date to be fixed by

Government.

(e) The parties to the marriage shall along with the notice of the intended
marriage, submit one similar set of their passport-size photograph to the Marriage Officer for

affixing them in the Marriage Certificate Book™.
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(3) in rule 7 for sub-rules (b) and (e), the following sub-rules shall respectively be

substituted, namely:—

“(b) Such application shall be submitted to the Marriage Officer by either of the

parties in electronic mode.

(e) The parties to the marriage shall, along with the application for registration
of marriage, submit to the Marriage Officer one similar set of their passport-size photograph,

for affixing the same in the Marriage Certificate Book™.

(4) in rule 10 after sub item (b) of item (ix), for the existing paragraphs the following
paragraph shall be substituted, namely:—

“The fee prescribed above except the fee prescribed in entry (viii) shall be paid
only through e-payment, and fee prescribed with respect to the entry (viii) shall be levied by

cash and the receipt thereof shall be issued”.

By order of the Governor,

K. G. SANAL KUMAR,
Law Secretary.

Explanatory Note

(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to indicate its general purport.)

The Registration Department has implemented e-governance in various services rendered
by the department. However, the processes of notice, payment of fees, registration and
solemnization of marriages under the Special Marriage Act, 1954 (Central Act 43 of 1954) are
presently handled through physical means. Even though photographs of the parties to the
marriage are affixed in the Marriage Certificate Book, they are not incorporated in the true
copies issued from the offices. This creates difficulty for the parties, especially in cases where
the certificates are produced in embassies of foreign countries for visa purposes, as the
authorities doubt the genuineness of the certificates. Therefore, in order to bring ease of
governance in the implementation of the Special Marriage Act, 1954, (Central Act 43 of 1954)
and to streamline the submission of notice and issuance of marriage certificates digitally, the

Government have decided to amend the Kerala Special Marriage Rules, 1958, suitably.

This notification is intended to achieve this objective.
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